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I appreciate this opportunity to respond to your lhoughtful comments. 

Sincerely, 

h~ 
Tom Wheeler 



F EDERAL C O MMUNICAT IONS C O MMISSION 

W ASHINGTO N 

0 1',.-ICE" OF 
T H I£. CHAl ~MAN 

The Honorable Ruben Hinojosa 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2262 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Hinojosa: 

August 11, 20 14 

111ank you for your letter recommending guiding princip les for the Commission to 
apply in considering whether a proposed merger serves the public interest. Please know that, 
with respect to the specific proceedings you have referenced, your letter has been entered into 
the record and will be given careful consideration. Additionally, I assure you that our merger 
review proceedings wiJl be open and transparent with ample opportunity for the pub lic to 
voice their views and concerns. 

I understand your concern lhat an apparent recent trend of consolidation in the 
American media ownership landscape is troubling, and I agree that the statistics regarding 
minority- and/or women-owned broadcast stations revea l numbers that are far too low. 
Outside of tbe context of specific merger proceedings, we have taken some concrete actions to 
help create more opportunities for small businesses and new entrants, including minority and 
women-owned businesses. 

First, as you know, the Conm1ission has recently updated its rules to attribute certain 
television Joint Service Agreements (JSAs). The prevalence of these JSAs, and the potential 
circmnvention of our local TV ownership rules, particularly when combined with financia l 
entanglements and other sharing agreements, is troub ling. The unwinding of some of these 
agreements could unlock more opportunities for tru ly independent television station owners in 
smaller- and medium-sized markets. Second, we clarified our ru les regarding foreign 
investment in broadcast stations, an action that could in1prove access to capita l for minority
and women-owned businesses. Third, the Commission has proposed to reinstate a number of 
rules to assist eligible entities and small businesses in the context of the broadcast ownership 
rules. Lastly , I recently c irculated a Competitive Bidding Notice of Proposed R11/emaking that 
proposes specific ru le changes to enhance the ability of small and growing businesses to 
participate in spectrum auctions. 

Wbile we bope these actions will help reverse the decline of d iversity in the industry, 
our work at the Commission in achieving th is goal is far from complete. I look forward to 
continuing to find ways to more effectively promote and protect diversity moving forward. 



Page 2- The Honorable Ruben Hinojosa 

1 appreciate this opportunity to respond 10 your thoughtful comments. 

Sincerely, 

k~ 
Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL COMMUNICAT IONS COMMISSIO N 

WAS HINGT O N 

Of'l'ICll 0111' 
TM I CHAlllt M.A N 

The Honorable Michael Honda 
U.S. House of Representatives 

August l l , 2014 

17 13 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington,D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Honda: 

Thank you for your letter recommending guiding principles for the Commission to 
apply in considering whether a proposed merger serves the public interest. Please know that, 
with respect to the specific proceedings you have referenced, your letter has been entered into 
the record and will be given careful consideration. Additionally, I assure you that our merger 
review proceedings will be open and transparent with ample opportimity for the public to 
voice their views and concerns. 

l understand your concern that an apparent recent trend of conso lidation in the 
American media ownership landscape is troubling. and I agree that the statistics regarding 
minority- and/or women-owned broadcast stations reveal numbers that are far too low. 
Outside of ihe context of specific merger proceedings, we have taken some concrete actions to 
help create more opportunities for small businesses and new entrants, including minority and 
women-0wned businesses. 

First, as you know, the Commission has recently updated its rules to attribute certain 
television Joint Service Agreements (.JSAs). 111e prevalence of tl1ese JSAs, and Ille potential 
circumvention of our local TV ownersbip rules, particu larly when combined witl1 financial 
en tanglements and other sharing agreements, is troubling. The unwinding of some of these 
agreements could unlock more opportunities for truly independent television station owners in 
smaUer- and medium-sized markets. Second, we clarified our rules regarding foreign 
investment in broadcast stations, an action that could improve access to capita l for minority
and women-owned businesses. Third, the Commission has proposed to reinstate a number of 
rules to assist eligible entities and small businesses in the context of the broadcast ownersbip 
rules. Lastly, I recently circulated a Competitive Bidding Notice of Proposed Ru/emaking that 
proposes specific ru le changes to enhance the ability of small and growing businesses to 
participate in spectn1m auctions. 

While we hope these actions will help reverse the dec line of diversity in Ille industry, 
our work at the Commission in achieving this goal is far from complete. I look forward to 
continuing to find ways to more effectively promote and protect d iversity moving forward. 



Page 2- The Honorable Michael Honda 

I appreciate this opportunity to respond ro your thoughtful comments. 

Sincerely, 

?;;~ 
Tom Wheeler 



F EDERAL C O MMU NICAT ION S COMMISSION 

W ASHING T O N 

O FFICE O F 
TH IE CHAIR M AN 

Tue Honorable Sheila Jackson Lee 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2160 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congresswoman Jackson Lee: 

August 11, 20 14 

TI1aok you for your letter recommending guid ing principles for tl1e Commission to 
apply in considering whether a proposed merger serves the public interest. Please know that, 
witli respect to Ille specific pl'Oceedings you have referenced, your Jetter has been entered into 
the record and will be given careful consideration. Additionally, I assure you that our merger 
review proceedings will be open and transparent witl1 ample opportunity for the public to 
voice tl1eir views and concerns. 

I tmderstand your concern ihat an apparent recent trend of consolidation in the 
American media ownership landscape is troubling, and l agree that the statistics regarding 
minority- and/or women-owned broadcast stations reveal numbers that are far too low. 
Outside oft.he context of specific merger proceedings, we have taken some concrete actions to 
help create more opportunities for small businesses and new entrants, including minority and 
women-owned businesses. 

First, as you know, tl1e Commission bas recently updated its ru les to attribute certain 
television Joint Service Agreements (JSAs). The prevalence of these JSAs, and the potential 
circumvention of our local TV ownership m ies, particu larly when combined witl1 financial 
entanglements and other sharing agreements, is troubling. The unwinding of some of lliese 
agreements could unlock more opportunities for truly independent television station owners in 
smaller- and medium-sized markets. Second, we clarified our rules regarding foreign 
investment in broadcast stations, an action tllat could improve access to capital for minority
and women-ovmed businesses. Third, the Commission has proposed LO reinstate a number of 
rules to assist eligible eatities and small businesses in Ille context oftl1e broadcast ownership 
rules. Lastly, I recently circulated a Competitive Bidding Notice of Proposed Rulemaking that 
proposes specific rule changes to enhance the ability of small and growing businesses to 
participate in spectrum auctions. 

While we hope these actions wiJJ help reverse the decline of diversity in the industry, 
our work at the Commission in ach ieving th is goal is far from complete. I look forward to 
continuing to find ways to more effectively promote and protect diversity moving forward. 
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I appreciate this opportunity to respond to your lhoughtfu.1 comments. 

Sincerely, 

-:;;;;-#(~ 
Tom Wheeler 



F E DER AL C O MMU N ICATIONS C O MMISSIO N 

WAS HING T ON 

O F"ir-IClt OF 
T H £ CHAtftMAN 

The Honorable Hakeem Jeffries 
U.S. House of Representatives 

August I I, 2014 

1339 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Jeffries: 

111ank you for your letter recommending guid ing principles for tbe Commission to 
app ly in considering whether a proposed merger serves the public interest. P lease know that, 
with respect to the specific proceedings you bave referenced, your letter has been entered into 
the record and will be given careful consideration. Additionally, I assure you that our merger 
review proceedings will be open and transparent with ample opportunity for the public to 
vo ice their views and concerns. 

I understand your concern that an apparent recent trend of consolidation in the 
American media ownership landscape is troubling, and J agree that the statist ics regarding 
minority- and/or women-owned broadcast stations reveal numbers that are far too low. 
Outside of the context of specific merger proceedings, we have taken some concrete actions to 
help create more opportunities for small businesses and new entrants, including minority and 
women-owned businesses. 

First, as you know, the Commission has recently updated its rules to attribute certain 
television Joint Service Agreements (JSAs). 1l1e prevalence oftbese JSAs, and tbe potential 
circumvention of our local TV ownership mies, part icularly when combined witl1 financial 
entanglements and 01l1er sharing agreements, is troubling. 111e unwinding of some of these 
agreements could unJock more opportrn1ities for tmly independent television station owners in 
smaller- and medium-sized markets. Second, we clarified our ru les regarding foreign 
investment in broadcast stations, an action that could improve access to capital for minority
and women-owned businesses. Third, the Commission has proposed to reinstate a number of 
ru les to assist eligible entit ies and small businesses in the context of the broadcast ownership 
rules. Lastly, l recently circulated a Competitive Bidding Notice of Proposed Rule making that 
proposes specific rule changes to enhance tbe ability of smal l and growing businesses to 
participate in spectrum auctions. 

While we hope these actions will help reverse tbe dec line of diversity in the industry, 
our work at the Commission in achieving this goal is far from complete. I look forward to 
continuing to find ways to more efl:ectively promote aad protect diversity moving forward. 
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I appreciate this opportunity to respond to your thoughtful comments. 

Sincerely, 

;;;;4 
Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASH INGTON 

Ol"ll'ICE OF 
THE. e ... Atftf'o\AN 

The Honorable Eddie Bernice Johnson 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2468 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congresswoman Johnson: 

August 11, 2014 

Thank you for your letter recommending guiding principles for the Commission to 
apply in considering whether a proposed merger serves the public interest. Please know that, 
with respect to the specific proceedings you have referenced, your letter has been entered into 
the record and wil l be given careful consideration. Addit ionally, I assure you that our merger 
review proceedings will be open and transparent with ample opportunity for the public to 
voice their views and concerns. 

I understand your concern that an apparent recent trend of consolidation in the 
American media ownership landscape is troubling, and I agree that the statist ics regarding 
minority- and/or women-owned broadcast stations reveal numbers that are far too low. 
Outside of the context of specific merger proceedings, we have taken some concrete actions to 
help create more opportunities for small businesses and new entrants, including minority and 
women~wned businesses. 

First, as you know, the Commission has recently updated its rules to attribute certain 
television Joint Service Agreements (JSAs). l11e prevalence of these JSAs, and the potential 
circumvention of our local TV ownership rules, particularly when combined with financia l 
entanglements and other sharing agreements, is troubling. Tue unwinding of some of these 
agreements could unlock more opportunities for tru ly independent television station owners in 
smaller- and medium-sized markets. Second, we clarified our rules regarding foreign 
investment in broadcast stations, an action that could improve access to capital form inority
and women-owned businesses. 111ird, the Commission has proposed to reinstate a number of 
ru les to assist eligible entities and small businesses in the contex1 of the broadcast ownership 
rules. Lastly, I recently circulated a Competitive Bidding Notice of Proposed Rulemaking that 
proposes specific rule changes to enhance the ability of small and growing businesses to 
participate in spectrum auctions. 

While we hope these actions will help reverse the decline of divers ity in the industry, 
our work at the Commission in achieving this goal is far from complete. I look forward to 
continuing to find ways to more effectively promote and protect divers ity moving forward. 



Page 2-The Honorable Eddie Bernice Johnson 

I appreciate this opportunity to respond to your U1oughtful commenis. 

Sincerely, 

-:;;;;-4 
Tom Wheeler 



F EDERAL COMM UNICATI O N S C OMMISSION 

W ASHINGTON 

O!!'r1ec. OF 
T H E C MA I FtMAN 

The Honorable Robin Kelly 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2419 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congresswoman Kelly: 

August 11 , 2014 

Thank you for your letter recommending guiding principles for the Commission to 
apply in considering whether a proposed merger serves the pubtic interest. P lease know that, 
with respect to the specific proceedings you have referenced, your letter has been entered into 
the record and will be given carefi.t I consideration. Additionally, I assure you that our merger 
rev iew proceedings will be open and transparent with ample opportunity for the public to 
voice their views and concerns. 

I understand your concern that an apparent recent trend of consolidation in the 
American media ownership landscape is troubling, and I agree that the statistics regarding 
minority- and/or women-owned broadcast stations revea l numbers that are far too low. 
Outside of lhe context of specific merger proceedings, we have taken some concrete actions to 
help create more opportrn1ities for small businesses and new entrants, including minority and 
women-owned businesses. 

First, as you know, the Commission has recently updated its ru les to attribute certa in 
television Joint Service Agreements (JSAs). TI1e prevalence of these JSAs, and the potential 
circumvention of our local TV ownership rules, part icularly when combined with financial 
entanglements and other sharing agreements, is troubling. The unwinding of some of these 
agreements could unlock more opportunities for truly independent television station owners in 
smaller- and medium-sized markets. Second, we clarified our rules regarding foreign 
investment in broadcast stations, an action that could inlprove access to capital for minority
and women-owned businesses. 1l1ird, the Commission has proposed to reinstate a number of 
rules to assistetigible entities and small businesses in the context of the broadcast ownership 
rules. Lastly, I recently circulated a Competitive Bidding Notice of Proposed Rule making that 
proposes specific rule changes to enhance the ability of small and growing businesses to 
participate in spectrum auctions . 

While we hope these actioos will help reverse the decline o f diversity in the industry, 
our work at the Commission in achieving this goal is far from complete. I look forward to 
continuing to find ways to more effectively promote and protect diversity moving forward. 
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l appreciate this opponunity 10 respond 10 your thoughtful comments. 

Sincerely, 

k-/J(/_ 
Tom Wheeler 



~ 
~ 

F E DERAL. C O MMUNICATIONS C O MMISSION 

W ASHINGTON 

0 ,l'l'ICI OF 
THE CttAllU-tAN 

The Honorable Barbara Lee 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2267 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congresswoman Lee: 

August 11, 2014 

111ank you for your letter recommending guiding principles for the Commission to 
apply in considering whether a proposed merger serves the public interest. Please know that, 
with respect to the specific proceedings you have referenced, your letter has been entered into 
the record and will be given carefu I consideration. Additional ly, I assure you that our merger 
review proceedings will be open and transparent with ample opportunity for tbe public to 
voice their views and concerns. 

I understand your concern that an apparent recent trend of consolidation in the 
American media ownership landscape is troubling, and l agree that the statistics regarding 
minority- and/or women-owned broadcast stations reveal numbers that are far too low. 
Outside of the context of specific merger proceedings, we have taken some concrete actions to 
help create more opportunities for small businesses and new entrants, including minority and 
women-owned businesses. 

First, as you know, the Commission has recently updated its rules to attribute certain 
televis ion Joint Service Agreements (JSAs). The prevalence of these JSAs, and the potential 
circumvention of our local TV ownership rules, particularly when combined with financial 
entanglements and other sharing agreements, is troubling. TI1e unwinding of some of these 
agreements could unlock more opportunities for truly independent television station owners in 
smaller- and medium-sized markets. Second, we clarified our rules regarding foreign 
investment in broadcast stations, an action that could in1prove access to capital for minority
aod womeo-o'Nued businesses. 1hlrd, the Commission has proposed to reinstate a number of 
rules to assist eligible entities and small businesses in the context of the broadcast ownership 
rules. Lastly , I recently circulated a Compe1i1ive Bidding Notice of Proposed Rulemaking that 
proposes specific mle changes to enhance the ability of small and growing businesses to 
participate in spectrum auctions. 

While we hope these actions will help reverse the decline of diversity in the industry, 
our work at the Commission in achieving this goa l is far from complete. r look forward to 
continuing to find ways to more effectively promote and protect diversity moving forward. 
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I appreciate this opportunity to respond to your thoughtful comments. 

Sincerely, 

-;i;-lt<t 
Tom Wheeler 



F EDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

o,,.1ce: o,. 
TMK. C:HAl,.MAN 

The Honorable John Lewis 
U.S. I-louse of Representatives 
343 Cannon I-louse Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Lewis: 

August 11 , 2014 

Thank you for your letter recommending guiding principles for the Commission to 
apply in considering whether a proposed merger serves the public interest. Please know that, 
with respect to the specific proceedings you have referenced, your letter has been entered into 
the record and will be given carefol consideration. Additionally, I assure you that our merger 
review proceedings will be open and transparent with ample opportunity for the public to 
voice their views and concerns. 

I understand your concern that an apparent recent trend of consolidation in the 
American media ownership landscape is troubling, and I agree that the statist ics regarding 
minority- and/or women-owned broadcast stations reveal numbers that are far too low. 
Outside of the context of specific merger proceedings, we have taken some concrete actions to 
help create more opportunities for small bus inesses and new entrants, including minority and 
women-o,med businesses. 

First, as you know, the Commission has recently updated its ru les to attribute certain 
television Joint Service Agreements (JSAs). The prevalence of these JSAs, and the potential 
circumvention of our local TV ownership rules, particularly when combined with financial 
entanglements and other sharing agreements, is troubling. The unwinding of some of these 
agreements could unlock more opportUllities for truly independent televis ion station owners in 
smaller- and medium-sized markets. Second, we clarified our rules regarding fore ign 
investment in broadcast stations, an action that could improve access to capita l for minority
and women-owned businesses. 1hird, the Commission has proposed to reinstate a number of 
rules to assist e ligible entities and small businesses in the context of the broadcast ownership 
rules. Lastly, I recently circulated a Competitive Bidding Notice of Proposed R11/emaking that 
proposes specific rule changes to enhance the ability of smaJI and growing businesses to 
part.icipate in spectrum auctions. 

While we hope these actions will help reverse the decline o f diversity in the industry, 
our work al the Commission in achieving this goal is far from complete. I look forward to 
continuing to find ways to more effectively promote and protect diversity moving forward. 



Page 2-Tbe Honorable Jobn Lewis 

I appreciate this opportunity to respond to your thoughtful comments. 

Tom Wheeler 



F EDERAL C O MMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

W ASHINGTON 

OFF"ICE OF 
THE CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Betty McCollum 
U.S. House of Representatives 

August 11 , 2014 

1714 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congresswoman McCollum: 

Thank you for your letter recommending guiding principles for the Commission to 
apply in considering whether a proposed merger serves the public interest. Please know that, 
witb respect to the specific proceedings you have referenced, your letter has been entered into 
the record and will be given carefu l consideration. Additionally, l assure you that our merger 
review proceedings will be open and transparent with ample opportunity for the public to 
voice their views and concerns. 

I understand your concern that an apparent recent trend of consolidation in the 
American media ownership landscape is troubling. and 1 agree that the statistics regarding 
minority- and/or women-owned broadcast Siations reveal numbers that are far too low. 
Outside of the context of specific merger proceedings, we have taken some concrete actions to 
help create more opportunities for small businesses and new entrants, including minority and 
women-owned businesses. 

First, as you know. the Commission has recently updated its rules to attribute certain 
television Joint Service Agreements (JSAs). The prevalence of these JSAs, and the potential 
circumvention of our local TV ownership ru les, particularly when combined with fmancia l 
entanglements and other sharing agreements, is troubling. l11e unwind mg of some of these 
agreements could un lock more opportunities for tru ly independent television station owners in 
smaller- and medium-sized markets. Second, we c larified our rules regarding foreign 
investment in broadcast stations, an action that could improve access to capital for minority
and women-owned businesses. Third, the Commission has proposed to reinstate a number of 
rules to assist e ligible ent ities and small businesses in the context of the broadcast ownership 
rules. Lastly, I recently circulated a Competirive Bidding Notice of Proposed R11/emaking that 
proposes specific rule changes to enhance the ability of small and growing businesses to 
participate in spectrum auctions. 

While we hope these actions will help reverse the decline of diversity in the industry, 
our work at the Commission in achieving this goal is far from complete. I look forward to 
continuing to find ways to more effectively promote and protect diversity moving forward. 
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I appreciate this opportunity to respond to your thoughrful comments. 

Sincerely, 

-r4 
Tom Wheeler 

• 



FED ERAL C O MMU NIC ATIONS C OMMISSION 

W ASHIN GTO N 

OP",.ICl'.01' 
THE CM"IMMAH 

The Honorable Gregory Meeks 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2234 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Meeks: 

August 11 , 2014 

111a11k you for your letter recommending guiding principles for the Commission to 
apply in considering whether a proposed merger serves !he public interest. Please know that, 
with respect io !he specific proceedings you have referenced, your letter has been entered into 
the record and will be given careful consideration. Additionally, T assure you that our merger 
review proceedings will be open and transparent with ample opportunity for the public to 
voice the ir views and concerns. 

l understand your concern that an apparent recent trend of consolidation in the 
American media ownership landscape is troubling, and I agree that lhe statist ics regarding 
minority- and/or women-owned broadcast stations reveal numbers that are far too low. 
Outside of the context of specific merger proceedings, we have taken some concrete actions to 
help create more opportunities fo r small businesses and new entrants, including minority and 
women-owned businesses. 

First, as you know, the Commission has recently updated its mies to attribute certain 
television Joint Service Agreements (JSAs). The prevalence of these JSAs, and the potential 
circumvention of our loca l TV ownership rules, particu larly when combined with ftnancial 
entanglements and other sharing agreements, is troubling. 111e unwinding of some of these 
agreements could unlock more opportunities for truly independent television station owners in 
smaller- and medium-sized ma.rkets. Second, we cla.rified our rules regarding foreign 
investment in broadcast stations, an action that could improve access to capital for minority
and women-owned businesses. 111ird, the Commission has proposed to reinstate a number of 
rules to assist eligible ent ities and small businesses in the context oftbe broadcast ownership 
rules. LasUy, I recently circulated a Competitive Bidding Notice of Proposed Rulemaking that 
proposes specific rule changes to enhance the ability of small and growing businesses to 
participate in spectrum auctions. 

While we hope these actions wil l help reverse the decline of diversity in the industry, 
our work at the Conunission in achieving this goal is far from complete. I look forward to 
continuing to find ways to more effectively promote and protect diversity moving forward . 
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l appreciate this opportunity to respond to your thoughtful comments. 

Sincerely, 

d;;M:t 
Tom Wheeler 



FED ERAL C O MMUNICATION S C O M M ISSION 

WASH INGTON 

o,.,1c1: o' 
TH£ C:HAlltMAN 

The Honorable Gwen Moore 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2245 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congresswoman Moore: 

August II , 2014 

Thank you for your Jetter recommending guiding principles for the Commission to 
app ly in considering whether a proposed merger serves the public interest. Please know that, 
with respect to the specific proceedings you have referenced, your letter has been entered into 
ihe record and will be given careful consideration. Additionally, I assure you that our merger 
review proceedings wil l be open and transparent with ample opportunity for the public to 
voice their views and concems. 

1 understand your concern that an apparent recent trend of consolidation in the 
American media ownership landscape is troubling, and I agree that the statistics regarding 
minority· and/or women-owned broadcast stations reveal numbers that are far too low. 
Outside of the context of specific merger proceedings. we have taken some concrete actions to 
help create more opportunities for small businesses and new entrants, including minority and 
women--0wned businesses. 

First, as you know, the Commission has recently updated its rules to attribute certain 
television Joint Service Agreements (JSAs). 111e prevalence of these JSAs, and the potential 
circumvention of our local TV ownership rules, particularly when combined with financial 
entanglements and other sharing agreements, is troubling. The unwinding of some of these 
agreements could unlock more opportunities for truly independent television station owners in 
smaller· and medium-sized markets. Second, we clarified our rules regarding foreign 
investment in broadcast stations, an action that could improve access to capital for minority
and women-owned businesses. Third, the Commission has proposed to rein.state a number of 
rules to assist eligible ent ities and small businesses in the context oftbe broadcast ownership 
rules. Lastly, I recently circulated a Competitive Bidding Notice of Proposed Rulemaking that 
proposes specific rule changes to enhance the ability of small and growing businesses to 
participate in spectrum auctions. 

While we hope these actions wil l help reverse the decline of diversity in the industry, 
our work at the Commission in achieving this goa l is far from complete. I look forward to 
continuing to find ways to more effectively promote and protect diversity moving forward. 
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I appreciate this opportunity to respond to your thoughtful comments. 

Sincerely, 

--;;;;;-#{/. 
Tom Wheeler 



F EOERAL. COMMUNICATIONS C OMMISSION 

W AS H INGT ON 

OFFICE OF 
T HC C-HAIRMAN 

August 11, 2014 

The Honorable Eleanor Holmes Norton 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2136 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 IS 

Dear Congresswoman Holmes Norton: 

Thank you for your letter recommending guiding principles for the Commission to 
apply in considering whether a proposed merger serves the public interest. Please know that, 
with respect to the specific proceedings you have referenced, your letter has been entered into 
the record and wiU be given carefu 1 consideration. Additionally, I assure you that our merger 
review proceedings will be open and transparent with ample opportunity for the public to 
voice their views and concerns. 

I understand your concern that an apparent recent trend of consolidation in the 
American media ownership landscape is troubling, and I agree that the statistics regarding 
1uinority- and/or women-owned broadcast stations reveal numbers that are far too low. 
Outside of the context of specific merger proceedings, we have taken some concrete actions to 
help create more opportunities for small businesses and new entrants, including minority and 
women-owned bus inesses. 

First, as you know, the Commission has recently updated its mies to attribute certain 
television Joint Service Agreements (JSAs). The prevalence of lhese JSAs, and the potential 
circumvention of our .local TV owoershjp rules, particularly when combined with financia l 
entang.lements and other sharing agreements, is troubling. TI1e unwinding of some of these 
agreements could unlock more opportunities for truly independent television station owners in 
smaller- and medium-sized markets. Second, we clarified our rules regarding foreign 
investment in broadcast stations, an action that could inlprove access to capital for minority
and women-owned businesses. 111ird, the Commission has proposed to reinstate a number of 
rules to assist e ligible entities and small bus inesses in the context of the broadcast ownership 
m ies. Lastly, I recently circulated a Competitive Bidding Notice of Proposed Rule making that 
proposes specific rnle changes to enhance the ability ofsmalJ and growing businesses to 
participate in spectrum auctions. 

While we hope these actions will help reverse the decline of diversity in the industry, 
our work at the Commission in achieving th is goal is far from complete. I look forward to 
continuing to find ways to more effectively promote and protect diversity moving forward. 
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I appreciate this opporrunity to respond to your thoughtful comments. 

Sincerely, 

-:i;;;-#{/_ 
Torn Wheeler 


